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first preaching of the religion at Vishtaspa's court There is
also Jamshedi Navroz, 'Jamshid's New Year's Day/ which
is the vernal equinox, the only one of the seven that is fixed
by the solar year correctly. There is naturally some favour
shown to a reform which would make this day the actual New
Year, as in ancient Iran, thus causing the Gahambars to fall at
their proper seasonal time. The other high days are curiously
concentrated; all but one of them fall within a period of
a fortnight, and within the eighteen Muktad days as observed
in Gujarat.

Some efforts have been made to improve the quality of all
these observances from a spiritual point of view. Preaching
has been attempted, and meetings for prayer in the vernacular.
A society called Rahnumai Sabha, founded in 1865, tried to
compose a Gujarati prayer-book and hymns, and for a time
had some success in promoting their use. But the power of
ancient custom, joined with the forces to be described next,
has prevented the movement from developing.